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faith, promises, honour, probity, truth; took pleasure at laugh-
ing at all these things ; was equally voluptuous and ambitious,
wishing to be all in all in everything; counting himself alone
as everything, and whatever was not connected with him as-
nothing; and regarding it as the height of madness to think or
act otherwise. With all this he was soft, cringing, supple, a
flatterer, and false admirer, taking all shapes with the greatest
facility, and playing the most opposite parts in order to arrive at
the different ends he proposed to himself; and nevertheless was
but little capable of seducing. His judgment acted by fits and
starts, was involuntarily crooked, with little sense or clearness;
he was disagreeable in spite of himself. Nevertheless, he could
be funnily vivacious when he wished, but nothing more, could
tell a good story, spoiled, however, to some extent by his
stuttering, which his falsehood had turned into a habit from,
the hesitation he always had in replying and in speaking.
With such defects it is surprising that the only man he was
able to seduce was M. le Due d'Orldans, who had so much
intelligence, such a well-balanced mind, and so much clear and
rapid perception of character. Dubois gained upon him as a
child while his preceptor ; he seized upon him as a young man
by favouring his liking for liberty, sham fashionable manners and
debauchery, and his disdain of all rule. He ruined his heart,
his mind, and his habits by instilling into him the principles of
libertinism, which this poor prince could no more deliver him-
self from, than from those ideas of reason, truth, and conscience,
which he always took care to stifle.
Dubois having insinuated himself into the favour of his
master in this manner, was incessantly engaged in studying
how to preserve his position. He never lost sight of his prince,
whose great talents and great defects he had learnt how to
profit by. The Regent's feebleness was the main rock upon
which he built. As for Dubois' talent and capacity, as I have
before said, they were worth nothing. All his success was due
to his servile pliancy and base intrigues.
When he became the real master of the State he was just as
incompetent as before. All his application was directed towards

